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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you like looking at the design of different buildings? Do you enjoy
drawing and sketching things? Do you like challenging math problems?
Do you like imagining new things and figuring out how to create them? If
these sound interesting to you then you may consider pursuing a career in
architecture.

What do Architects and Architectural
Drafters do?

Architects are responsible for the design of buildings, from their safety to
how they look. Drafters are an important part of the process and help to

put the design and ideas of the architect into readable and workable plans.

These responsibilities require an understanding of how to create the right
space to fit the needs of the owner of the building. In an average day an
architect may meet with his or her clients to discuss their building and the
drafter would spend time creating the plans that are appropriate for them.
Imagine working on the design of your favorite building!

What’s so green about that?

Buildings use about one third of the energy in the United States. An
architect can help change this fact by making buildings use less energy.
Some architects pursue this goal by gaining a “LEED” certification. (LEED
means Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design,) which shows that
they know how to design buildings with greater efficiency and less envi-
ronmental impact. Some architects even design homes that are so
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efficient that when solar panels are added they actually produce energy
instead of use it! To learn more about green buildings visit the Green
Building Alliance: www.gbapgh.org.

How can | become one?

You should start by arranging a job shadow with an architect so that you
can see firsthand what they do. You will want to study your math and
physics very well so that you understand how buildings hold together
safely. After high school you should plan on 8-10 years of training that
include getting a professional degree, working under an architect and
then taking your license exams before you can begin working. If you are
interested in being a drafter it takes the same strong ability in math, but
your training will be shorter with a 2-year technical degree.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

In the Pittsburgh area there are close to 1000 architects and architectural
drafters working, with about 10 openings for drafters each year. Drafters’
salaries range from the upper 20,000’s to the upper 40,000's and architects
average salary is in the mid 70,000’s. Check out this list of projects
Pittsburgh’s Community Design Center for more information on local
architects: http://designfund.cdcp.org/Grants/Funded_Projects.htm.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember - you can make any job greener by thinking creatively



