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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you like helping people? Do you enjoy working on projects around
your house or apartment? Do you like to figure out how to make some-
thing work better? If you enjoy these activities and are interested in
working to help the planet then you may consider working to improve the
energy performance of homes and buildings.

What do Energy Auditors and Weatherization
Technicians do?

Although both jobs are different they have the same goal: make homes
more efficient. When you audit something you are evaluating how well
things are working and if they are done in the best way possible. An
energy audit looks at all the ways that your home uses energy for heating
and electricity and where it can be improved —such as with better windows
or better seals around door frames. Often a weatherization technician will
come in to make the improvements that are recommended by the audit.
Did you know that energy audit and weatherization can save 18-25% on a
home’s heating costs?

What’s so green about that?

Building use more than 1/3 of the energy in the United States. By finding
ways to reduce the amount of energy needed you are not only saving
people money, but you are reducing some of the pollution that is created
from the production of that energy. Did you know that President Obama is
investing over $6 Billion to support the weatherization program?
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How can | become one?

The first thing to do is to find someone who works in energy auditing and
weatherization and request to set up a job shadow with them to find out
what it is like. In school pay attention to your science and math courses to
prepare you for the calculations and understanding of air movement you
will need to have to be successful in the field. There are a variety of ways
to become an energy auditor or weatherization technician. The Weather-
ization Training Center in central PA has a website with good information
on trainings: http://www.pct.edu/wdce/wtc/ or check out the information
from Conservation Consultants right here in Pittsburgh:
http://www.ccicenter.org/.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

There are a variety of levels of income in the field of energy auditing and
weatherization, depending on where you work and what kind of buildings
(homes, businesses, etc) you work on. Some pay by the hour and some
pay by the job. There will be several opportunities to work in the weather-
ization tech field as the federal government makes it a high priority!

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



