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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you enjoy going to Schenley or Frick or Westinghouse Park when you
have free time? Do you like to go camping or hiking in the forests and
mountains? Do you think about the different national parks you want to
visit, or where you will next go snowboarding or scub-diving? If you are a
lover of the outdoors then you may want to pursue a career in the field of
environmental conservation.

What does an Environmental
Conservationist do?

To conserve something is to keep it in a certain condition. In environmen-
tal conservation you work to make sure that whatever will be done to
natural areas it has the least harmful impact. Many people working in this
field work in organizations dedicated to conservation or they may work for
a local, state or federal part of the government that is responsible for
managing areas of land. Some people work out on the land as rangers or
researchers, while others work to make the rules and laws necessary to
protect the land. Check out this link on youtube from the SCA:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxrHYz4Mttl or this site from the
Environmental Protection Agency:
http://www.epa.gov/highschool/careers.htm.

What’s so green about that?

When you think about the environment there are many ways that it can be
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altered - by building new houses or roads, by putting up a new factory, by
farming or by making an area a park. There are many kinds of pressure on
the nature environment and without people actively working to conserve
and protect the land it could be at risk. According to the National Forest
Service from 1997-2007 we lost 6,000 acres of open space and forest a
day - that is nearly 4 football fields a minute! By working to make sure
that the land, water and resources we need are still available in the future it
is important that conservation efforts continue. What would you want to
conserve?

How can | become one?

By joining the SCA you have already made a great start towards under-
standing conservation. A good next step is to find someone in the field
with whom you could do a job shadow to find out what it is like. Make
sure to take time to study science and work on your writing and speaking
skills. Regardless of what part of conservation you want to pursue, you will
need to understand ecology and how the land, air and water work
together and are protected. If you want to learn more about the variety of
conservation careers, check out this website for the program in Environ-
mental Studies at Pitt: http://www.pitt.edu/~esweb/.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

There are a variety of jobs in environmental conservation. The average
salary for workers in the conservation field ranges from upper 40,000s to
the upper 60,000s. The number of openings varies on the kind of position,
but with about 350 people working in the field in Pittsburgh there are
approximately 20 openings each year. Check out the list of environmental
organizations from the Green Building Alliance to learn about who's out
there: http://www.gbapgh.org/Related_Organizations.asp#Service.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember - you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



