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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you like growing things? Have you ever grown food in a garden and
enjoyed the great flavor of the vegetables? Do you like being outside? Are
you interested in biology and how plants grow and thrive? If this is inter-
esting to you then you may want to consider working in horticulture or
urban farming.

What does a Horticultural Technician do?
There are a variety of options in the horticultural field based on what kind
of plants you grow. Some businesses grow trees and bushes for landscap-
ing while others grow food for people to eat and others grow flowers for
gifts and inside people’s homes. As a technician you will be primarily
responsible for the growing and care for the plants and as a manager you
will oversee the general operation.

What’s so green about that?

There is not much greener than growing plants. However, there are many
ways to make plant growing better for the planet. For example, by not
using harmful fertilizers and pesticides used for growing plants you can
have a positive effect on the soil, animals and watersheds. By becoming a
grower of plants you can provide them for people in your area in a way
that is good for them and good for the planet. Did you know that eating
food from your region saves 17 times the oil and gas that was used to
produce and transport the food you eat from around the world!
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How can | become one?

The first thing to do is to set up a job shadow with someone working in the
horticulture field to see if it is something that you would enjoy. Right now
you should pay particular attention to your science courses so that you can
learn about the biology and chemistry that helps plants grow. In some
horticultural occupations the best training is through an apprenticeship or
attending a 2-year training at a local community college or technical
school. Check out Manchester Bidwell’s Horticulture Technology program:
http://www.bidwell-training.org/majors/horticulture-technology/ or
CCAC's: http://www.ccac.edu/default.aspx?id=138603.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

There are many local horticulture businesses in the Pittsburgh area that
employ around 250 people in greenhouses and nurseries. Technicians
often begin earning salaries in the low 20,000’s and managers can earn up
to the mid 40,000’s. Check out Grow Pittsburgh to see if you can get
experience growing food this summer: http://www.growpittsburgh.org.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



