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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you like helping people with very important problems? Do you like
being outside in all different kinds of weather? Do you like understanding
how electricity works and moves from one place to another? If these
questions are interesting to you then you may consider working in the
electric utilities field.

What does an Electric Utility Worker do?

Do you remember the last time there was a bad storm and the electricity
went out at your house? The people that bring the energy back to your
house are the utility workers. They work either outside along power lines
or at electric generation plants to make sure that the power is getting to
people’s homes as it should.

What’s so green about that?

The Energy Grid is one of the most important areas of the economy to
improve by making green. Did you know that about 7% of all energy that
flows along electric lines is lost due to old parts and long distances? With
more power coming from renewable sources like wind and solar there is
much work to be done to make the electric utility industry a leader in
greening the planet. President Obama is investing almost $5Billion to
improve the electric grid - maybe you can be a part of it?
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How can | become one?

The first thing to do is to set up a job shadow with someone working in the
electric utility field to learn firsthand about what they do. Right now be
sure to study your math and science coursework so that you understand
some of the basics behind electrical power generation. To succeed in this
field it is helpful to have good mechanical understandings and an ability to
problem-solve. Many local community and technical colleges and unions
offer 2-year programs that provide training for successful entry into the
utilities industry. For more information on careers in utilities visit:
http://www.bls.gov/oco/cg/cgs018.htm.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

The electric utilities industry is a promising field to pursue a career
because many of their workers are retiring. In the Pittsburgh area there are
approximately 3000 workers in the utility industry. Workers starting their
career can expect to make a salary in the low 30,000's with experienced
workers earning in the low 50,000s. Check out this site from Duquesne
Light to better understand how electricity is turned into power:
http://www.ccicenter.org/.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



