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How do | know if this is right for me?

Are you interested in how to turn sunlight into electrical power? Do you
enjoy working with your hands and figuring out how to fix machines? Do
you like being outside in different kinds of weather? If these questions are
interesting to you then you may want to learn more about solar photovol-
taics installation.

What does a Solar PV Installer do?

The term photovoltaic means “producing energy from light”and you have
probably seen this happening with solar panels on buildings or in pictures
or even along the highway. These panels are taking sunlight and turn it
into electricity that we can use. As an installer you would be responsible
for understanding how these panels work and how to get them installed in
a variety of places and often in many different kinds of weather.

What’s so green about that?

The field of solar energy is growing and will become a critical source of
power for the planet. This process will accelerate as President Obama
makes renewable energy production a major goal of his presidency. As
more energy comes from renewable sources like the sun, then we can rely
less on other sources like petroleum and coal that are limited and cause
more pollution. With new technology installers will constantly have the
chance to learn new ways of doing their work! Did you know that solar
energy could supply 69% of the United States’ electricity?
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How can | become one?

The first thing to do is to find someone who works in solar panel installa-
tion and request to set up a job shadow with them to find out what it is
like. There is not a definite career and study pathway so you will have to
make sure that you have a good understanding of electronics and take
coursework on the latest in PV technology. By developing a good under-
standing of electronics you will have good skills to bring to solar PV
installation. Check out this website for more information:
http://www.solarenergy.org/index.html.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

Right now there are many different people working on solar installation,
from large general construction contractors to small independent entre-
preneurs. Itis fairly rare to see a business that deals exclusively with solar,
so most will have multiple services. Many solar installers work at hourly
wages that range from $14-20. For more information about solar energy
in Pittsburgh check out Conservation Consultants:
http://www.ccicenter.org/.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



