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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you like to fix things? Have you spent time taking things apart and
trying to put them back together just to understand how they work? Do
you imagine yourself working outside in different locations? Now, imagine
working on wind turbines that have blades that are over 100 feet long!

What does a Wind Turbine Service
Technician do?

Wind turbines are very large pieces of machinery that turns wind into
energy that we can use in our homes and everyday life. However, just like
all machines the turbines require installation and maintenance from
someone who understands how they work. As a technician you would
spend time working to make turbines function when they were broken
and also installing new ones.

What’s so green about that?

Right now when you turn on the lights or watch TV the energy is being
created by coal or natural gas or petroleum. The positive quality of wind is
that it will not run out like the other sources and when we use it there is no
pollution created. Some experts believe that up to 20% of our energy
could come from wind — more than half the time you spend in school
every day! Check out the American Wind Energy Association website for
awesome information on how wind energy works:
http://www.awea.org/faq/wwt_basics.html.
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How can | become one?

Wind turbine service technicians require good mechanical knowledge of
motors and electricity. By studying math and science courses you will
build your basic knowledge. Some businesses that hire want to see that
you have had experience working as a technician and know how to fix
complicated problems. Be sure to ask your teacher or crew leader about
how to learn more. Check out this Depart of Energy Website that lists wind
power training programs around the country, including Pennsylvania:
http://www.windpoweringamerica.gov/schools_training.asp.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

Wind energy is growing fast and there are many companies developing
technology for it, especially as President Obama continues to show his
support for new energy sources. Many companies hire people starting
around 30,000 and after gaining several years experience technicians can
make up to 60,000. In the immediate future there are estimates of 20,000
jobs being created in Pennsylvania related to wind energy. Companies
like PPG and Westinghouse make wind turbine parts with national compa-
nies like General Electric hiring in many states.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



