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Thanks Farmers!

Thanks, Four Frozen Farmers (Neil,
Susanna, Jen, and Josh), for the
beautiful, locally-grown wreath that
adorns our front door! 

Board Volunteers

We are so fortunate to be guided by
those giving their time to be on our
board. Our committees increased by
ten this year - these individuals are
helping shape GTECH into a better,
more efficient organization.

Anjali Soi           
Chris Farmakis        
Christopher Reinard     
Dione Kennedy     
Kate Sphar        
Jon Pastor               
Jonathan Kelley     
Simone Baer     
Stephanie Glyptis     
Tom Hardy

Thanks to our Supporters!

Heinz Endow ment
Echoing Green
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Conventional Wisdom

It's hard to believe that GTECH will be entering it's 3rd year of
existence in 2010! To think that 2.5 years ago we were just
idealistic graduate students with a hankering for change in the
back of a trailer at Carnegie Mellon. While we are no longer in the
trailer, we remain idealistic entrepreneurs empowered to fulfill our
vision of a Green Economy in Pittsburgh and beyond. We can't
express enough gratitude to our supporters, partners, friends and
family for helping us continue to work towards our vision of
investing creative, productive, and inspiring strategies in vacant
and blighted places and transitioning to a vibrant green economy
strong enough to link people to educational, training and
employment opportunities.   

Despite the growing global challenges (climate change inequity,
unemployment, economic downturn, scarcity of resources), 2009
has been an exiting year for the work of merging social
innovation, the green economy and community reinvestment. 
Some highlights include:

Invitation to the White House (twice!)
Presentations at The Brookings Institute and The National
Vacant Property Conference
Partnership with Green For All
Pilot project in New Orleans
Hundreds of volunteers and students in Pittsburgh worked
to reclaim vacant lots
A new website, a new office, three new staff, and ten new
board volunteers
An official 501c3 Tax exempt status, so join us in our
thanks to IRS by making a donation to GTECH today!

Our work helped catalyze vacant sites into community assets
and we are growing a new model for collaboration, while
researching soils, biofuels, and the economic value of instituting
more green strategies on Vacant Land. 2009 has been a thrill; we
plan on making 2010 a year of growing forward.  

You fuel us and our vision - so on behalf of the Staff of and Board
of Growth Through Energy and Community Health (GTECH), 

Thank you and Happy Holidays!
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Monarch Farm
Daylight Again Ranch
Moose & Squirrel Fund
Forbes Fund
Three Rivers WIB / Liivng Cities
Green Building Alliance Product 
     Innovation Grant
Three Rivers Community Foundation
Social Innovation Accelerator
Wall to Wall Studios
Pittsburgh Social Venture Partners
Carnegie Field Academy
Pgh History & Landmark Foundation
East Liberty Development, Inc
Law renceville United
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy
Grow  Pittsburgh
Silver Sneakers
Urban Redevelopment Authority
University of Pittsburgh's GSPIA 
The Student Conservation Assocation 

Andrew & Chris

Reclamation Recap

Our focus on helping communities reclaim
vacant lots has been expanding and evolving.
This year was a good year; we've made some
new friends in new neighborhoods, converted
some sunflower lots into other uses, and are
adapting our method to better suit community
needs. Here are some numbers: 

Sunflower sites: 8
City lots in use: 35
Communities served: 6 (including New
Orleans)
Sites turned over to community groups:
2.5 (One of those is a playground, the
other 1.5 are food gardens)
Volunteers throughout the year - 277 volunteers put in 850 hours of work (up from 75 volunteers
in the first year!)
Youth volunteers - 213 youth put in 669 hours

Innovation Info

GTECH's work behind the scenes is also quite exciting; we've been developing ideas and products
that will help vacant lots and the overall green economy. We have some exciting projects that we're
going to be revealing in the next couple months. One project is ready for it's "sneak peak":

Vacancy has a systemic impact on local neighborhoods and municipalities. This year, GTECH
partnered with the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy and the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society to develop a Green Toolbox that helps communities look at a variety of solutions to
vacancy and at how green strategies can be integrated to improve the community at large. The
Toolbox is currently being tweaked and should be completed early next year.

Green Economy Gems
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This has been a big year for GTECH in the Green Economy realm. The top news item is the addition
of a new staff member, Khari Mosley, and our partnership with Green For All. Khari quickly stepped
into his role and has been out and about. He spends much of his time at the table with local workforce
development organizations. He is additionally in Harrisburg and Washington DC when the issue of
Green Jobs is being discussed on a larger scale.

Other important items of the previous year include:

Green Job Advisory Board: affectionately known as G-JAB. This dedicated crew is comprised of
workforce development professionals, environmental experts, trade unions, corporateemployers,
community based organizations, policy advocate, publicofficials, educators, and small
businesses. Their goal is to share information and ideas to grow the Green Economy.
Green Job Report: Commissioned by GTECH and Green Building Alliance, presented by GSP
Consulting and Three Rivers Workforce Investment Board, this report analyzed the strengths
and weaknesses of the green economy in Southwestern Pennsylvania. The report also provides
recommendations on how to make the local green economy stronger.
Coordinated Weather Campaign: a multi-organizational collaboration towards developing alarge-
scale, geographically targeted energy efficiency/weatherizationprogram in the region.

For more information about our Green Economy work, click here.

Shout out to the interns!

Thanks to all of our interns who helped us throughout the year, while gaining "real world" experience.
We appreciate all of their hard work and abilities!

Alex was our summer college intern who is interested in systematic thinking and using engineering to
think up new solutions. He is currently a sophomore at Penn State University.

Claire recently moved to Pittsburgh, and has been helping GTECH board and staff complete our
comprehensive Strategic Plan.

Daren has recently joining the GTECH team to help with
the biofuel initiative. She is currently a student at Carnegie
Mellon University.

Lashawna & Paris were SCA interns that helped GTECH
with numerous tasks around the office and in the field -
both ladies are as experienced with a pick mattock as
they are with and Excel spreadsheet. Both are studying
hard at their high school, keeping on top of their studies
and extracurricular activities. 
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Lauren & Christina were CORO Fellows who helped
GTECH with communication designs and board material.
Both our currently in graduate school at Carnegie Mellon.

Josh interned with us for a few semesters, through Carnegie Mellon's Public Policy school. He has
finished his internship, but continues to work closely with us, creating (with his classmates) a
decision making tool for us to use around vacant lots.

Shandell came to GTECH through Bidwell's Horticulture program, and helped us create designs for our
sites, test the soil, and other critical tasks. Upon finishing with GTECH and graduating from Bidwell,
Shandell was hired by Grow Pittsburgh to be the garden manager at the Larimer Avenue garden.

Ty came to GTECH through SCA's Green Cities program. He helped us with our weatherization report
as well as in the field. Ty is now teaching at a local high school.

Support GTECH

As a young organization, GTECH has accomplished much in the past year to
reclaim vacant land, create green job opportunities, and expand the mission of
social innovation locally and nationally. This coming year, we expect to grow our
programs and services substantially to expand our impact and further our
mission of converting environmental liabilities into economic opportunities for the
communities we serve. Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to
GTECH this year. Your contribution will allow us to continue to increase our
impact and make 2010 our best year yet.

Thank you all for your support and encouragement as we continue to grow as an organization. We
wish you all a Happy Holiday. See you in the New Year!

Maureen Copeland
Growth Through Energy & Community Health (GTECH)
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