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Donate a Truck!

Dear Friends, 

GTECH is growing. And like a
kid that outgrows her old jeans,
GTECH is outgrowing our old
ways. 

For example, we can no longer
fit all of our staff in a trailer, or
even a one-room office. Thank
goodness we moved into a
bigger office! We can also no
longer fit our tools in our
personal vehicles (especially
Maureen's Chevy Aveo
hatchback). It just won't work
anymore.

So we're on the hunt for a truck.
Do you know anyone that can
help us? Can you help us? If
you have a durable truck that

The busy planting season has passed, but that does not mean
things are slowing down. GTECH has lots of exciting news to
share with everyone - we hope you will share our excitement!

Fields of Sunflowers

While sunflower fields are not
GTECH's only project, they are
arguably our most visable! Each
site was made possible by
numerous partners and
volunteers. Read on below to
see where you can find these
fields. Many thanks to the
amazing volunteers!

38th Street, Lawrenceville: This location is a second
year site for GTECH, and we got an extra boost thanks to
the students at Career Connections Charter High School.
All preparations for the site and the planting of sunflowers
were completed by the youth at this school. 
Natrona Way, Lawrenceville: Students from the
Student Conservation Association were on hand to plant
this site and we got help from the youth at the
Lawrenceville Summer Youth Program in keeping the site
maintained. Extra thanks to Eric and East End Ecclesia
for their help in maintaining this site as well.
Beatty Street, East Liberty: GTECH received tremendous
help from Deloitte and SCA, who planted the sunflowers at
this lot behind Peabody High School. Thanks to Pittsburgh
Cares for organizing Deloitte's Day of Caring in the East
End! 
Pennley Place, East Liberty: This site wins the award for
the largest number of volunteers on site this summer. A
special thanks to Bidwell Horticulture Program for helping
install a vegetable garden for the Pennley Place residents
and to Summit Academy, SCA, J-Serve, Oliver High
School, and Suj & Christie for their hard work.
Hamnet Place, Wilkinsburg: As a new project for
GTECH, we were excited to help the Hamnet Place
community envision what they want in their vacant lot.
Sunflowers are in place for this year, thanks to
Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation,
residents, and SCA crews . Look for more involved plans
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you have a durable truck that
you're looking to donate, please
let us know. All donations are
tax-deductible, and you would
be doing your part to help us
revitalize the vacant lots in the
city.

Please contact Maureen at 412-
241-1014 ext 3 or
m.copeland@gtechstrate
gies.org if you are able to help!

for next year! 
5th Avenue, Uptown: Clean and Green Uptown is a non-
profit organization working to make Uptown a better place
for residents and business. This group, led by Charles
Shealey and composed of extremely hard working young
men from the community, has been phenomenal is
cleaning up the lot along 5th Avenue. Thanks to Tony
Williams for providing the land and equipment!

In addition, GTECH has been very fortunate to have some great
volunteers that are "stewarding" our sites. Thanks Ryan, Sarah,
Jackie, and Andrea for your extra time! If GTECH is in your
neighborhood and you would like to help out, please contact
Maureen at m.copeland@gtechstrategies.org to find out how!

GTECH at the White House!

President Obama recently created the Office for Social Innovation, along
with a $50 million Social Innovation Fund. At the end of June, the White
House invited about 100 social innovators to hear President Obama's
announcement and meet with other social innovators from around the
country.

Among those in attendance were Chris Koch and Andrew Butcher, co-
founders of GTECH, and Felix Lloyd, founder of Skill-Life, Inc. These three
are all Echoing Green Fellows that are running their innovative organization
in Pittsburgh.

The President's words rang true for these young leaders; "Now more than
ever, we need to buildcross-sector partnerships to transform our schools,
improve the health ofAmericans, and employ more people in clean energy
and other emergingindustries."  

Congratulations to all three! Look for more to come as the Office of Social Innovation starts its work!

Open Garden Night

Are you interested in helping reclaim vacant lots? Well, GTECH
reclamation projects just happen to need volunteers!

So join us next Monday, August 10th, for an evening of weeding,
picking up litter, and helping a field of sunflowers grow nice and
strong!

Meet at the corner of Beatty Street and Black Street in East
Liberty, just behind Peabody High School. I'll be there from 4pm
until 7pm. Come for as little or as long as you are able.

Please RSVP to Maureen at m.copeland@gtechstrategies.org!!

**Families with student-aged youth are welcome! Water will be available, but if possible, bring your
own water bottle to reduce waste. Closed-toed shoes, please!

Green Strategy Success!

Last year, GTECH entered into the Larimer neighborhood as
gracious partners, planting a field of sunflowers on a vacant
lot. Little did we know about the dedication and motivation of
the community groups in this neighborhood. During our year
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in the area, we have continuously been inspired by the
efforts of everyone, specifically the members of the Larimer
Green Team. This group has helped bring about several
murals in the neighborhood, brought Tree Vitalize to
Hamilton Avenue, helped GTECH host a sucessful Harvest
Day, and so much more!

The latest success - the Larimer Green Team is working with Grow Pittsburgh, GTECH, and Penn
State Extension for a new farm and community garden space! They constructed beds for both the farm
and community garden in mid-July and planted some great crops. Drive, bike, or walk through Larimer
Avenue to see this site. Expect to see community gatherings, interactive art projects, and delicious
vegetables! 

To find out more about the garden and the Larimer Green Team, contact LarimerGreenUp@gmail.com.
Happy Growing Larimer! 

Meet GTECH

Josh Swiss has been working with GTECH since August of 2008,
assisting with numerous projects in his time here. Currently, he is
working on a energy efficiency and weatherization job
development project with Conservation Consultants, Inc and
GTECH. 

Josh came to GTECH with a wide range of experiences. He
graduated the University of Pittsburgh with a B.A. in East Asian
History and is currently at Carnegie Mellon University's Heinz
College of Public Policy and Management, concentrating on
Environmental Policy and Economic Development. 

Since graduating from Pitt, he has worked in a wide variety of jobs. He managed both the construction
sites and volunteers for Habitat for Humanity Philadelphia; was an Environment and Natural Resource
Management Specialist in Africa for the Peace Corps; and managed a 12-acre farm, greenhouse, and
pasture at W. Alton Jones Camp. 

Outside of work, Josh the outdoorsy things (biking, camping, running, gardening), cooking, live music,
and of course, handstands and zombie movies. 

GTECH is thrilled to have Josh with us - and we are excited to continue working with him through his
time at Heinz College. Thanks Josh, for all your work! 

Stay tuned for next month's Green Economy update!

Maureen Copeland
Growth Through Energy & Community Health (GTECH)
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