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Can you feel the spring in
the air? It's here! At GTECH,
we're excited about the
upcoming growing season
and new projects. We're
working with some great
partners and hope to see
some new faces out in the
field! Look for us at our new
sites throughout the city and
some new additions to our

current sites. We hope you can come and join us as we work with
all of our amazing community partners to green the city. Read
below about how you can come help us at Open Garden Night, or
how you can help GTECH through donations, and more!

GTECH Events

TONIGHT! Join GTECH as we work on vacant lots! The first Open
Garden Night is tonight, May 20th, at our lot in Garland Park aka
Pennley Park (corner of Broad and N. St. Clair Streets in East
Liberty). We'll be there from 4pm until 7pm, but feel free to come
when you can. 

Come ready to get dirty, with long pants and closed shoes [NO
SANDALS PLEASE!]. If possible, bring a water bottle.

Look for these nights from time to time.

Questions and RSVPs - contact Maureen at 412-241-1013 x8 or
m.copeland@gtechstrategies.org. (after 3pm: 412-334-2072) Hope
to see you there!

GTECH's new look
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Tribune Review

Post Gazette & New  Orleans

Green Job Advisory Board

The next Green Job Advisory Board
meeting w ill be May 27th at 3pm at
the Bidw ell Training Center (Harbor
Gardens Building) at 1650
Metropolitan Street. 

Be A Fan!

For those of you on Facebook, but
sure to become a fan of GTECH!
You'll be able to keep up to date w ith
all our activities there!

GTECH is excited to be part of the Social Innovation Accelerator's
2009 Venture portfolio!

Overthe past year, the Accelerator has been working with GTECH
to improveoverall business strategies and increase organizational
capacity inareas like accounting, board development, and
marketing. As part ofAccelerator's portfolio assistance, GTECH
connected with Wall-to-Wall Studios to create and launch a new
branding and marketing initiative: check out our cool, new logo!

GTECH: Growing Down South

GTECH is working with Green Coast Enterprise and several other
collaborators to pilot a new project in New Orleans called Project
Sprout. Living in a city with a large amount of vacancy that only
increased after Hurricane Katrina, some New Orleans residents are
looking to add value to the blight. [New Orleans has almost twice
the amount of vacant land as Pittsburgh.] 

2008 Echoing Green recipients created their organization, Green
Coast Enterprises, to address community resilience amidst climate
change. They will be using GTECH's model of reclaiming vacant,
blighted land by creating bioenergy gardens as a way to add value
to land and remediate soil. GTECH is excited to be growing in new
cities.

Check out the video featuring GTECH and Green Coast on YouTube
and the article in the Post-Gazette!

Team GTECH

Congrats to GTECH's twelve member team that participated in the 20th running
of Pittsburgh's Marathon and Half Marathon! The members of Team GTECH ran
through the neighborhoods of the city, proudly wearing their "G" jerseys! 

Members of the half-marathon team included: Scott Rosenblum, Megan
Weinman, Necia Hobbes, Neil Jones, Nate Wildfire, and Leanna Stitt. Members
of the marathon team included: Mike Bode, Andrew Butcher, Marijke Hecht, 
Bethany Davidson, and Maureen Copeland. 

Look for the team again in 2010!
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Donation Center

Pittsburgh Cares has been a phenomenal partner for GTECH, and continues to
offer great assistance to non-profit groups. Their Donation Center is a great
space where you can find out how to support any number of organizations.
Check out GTECH's "Wish List" - we appreciate any and all donations! Contact
Maureen to coordinate a donation drop off: m.copeland@gtechstrategies.org.

A glimpse of what is on the list:

Snacks for volunteers
Tools (Pry Bars, Pick Mattocks, etc.)
Laptop for our hardworking interns
A pick-up truck! 

New Face in the Office

GTECH is happy to welcome the newest member of their team,
Tynan Edwards. Ty is a member of the Student Conservation
Association's Clean Cities Program, and will be splitting his time
between GTECH and Conservation Consultants, Inc. 

A graduate of Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, PA), Ty
majored in Biology and minored in Professional Writing. He's spent
much of his working career working in hospital laboratories, but most
recently spent time teaching at Crow's Neck Environmental
Education Center in Mississippi.

Other tidbits about Ty: he loves dogs (has 2 golden retrievers), is an awesome soccer player (has
been playing since he was 6), and has a twin brother. Ty will be helping GTECH with much of their
green job program programming.

GTECH Growth - A shout out to our supporters!

GTECH is grateful to all of our funders. This month we send a special "Thanks!" to the following: 

Heinz Endowments: for their support of GTECH's joint effort with Conservation Consultants Inc. (CCI).
Thanks to their support, GTECH and CCI are in the process of evaluating a pipeline for workforce
development in the energy efficiency and weatherization sector. Through this project, we have the
pleasure of working with GSP Consulting, the Green Building Alliance, the Three Rivers Workforce
Investment Board, and others todevelop Phase One of a regional green job report. 

GSPIA: The University of Pittsburgh kicked off its first ever Student Philanthropy Project, led by
Professor George Dougherty. Students in three different classes from the Graduate School of Public
and International Affairs (GSPIA) went through the complete process of being a grantee, complete with
choosing their criteria to interviewing the applicants to awarding their highest ranking organization.
GTECH is proud to be among those organizations chosen by the students and we wish the GSPIA
staff well in continuing this great program!  

PCRG: GTECH was extremely honored to receive the Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment Group's
Bob O'Connor Emerging Leader Award! Many thanks for that wonderful award!
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Echoing Green: who continues to support us in our endeavors! Echoing Green is providing financial
assistance to support the Project Sprout (New Orleans project). We could not do it without them!

Community of Practice

California-based Green for All just launched their Community of
Practice, to connect those working on Green Job programs and
policies across the country. One branch in this initiative was
developed to support city-scale energy efficiency retrofit programs.
Through conference calls and forums, interested participants can
learn from each other and share best practices, strengthening the
green job movement. Check out the website to learn more!  

Maureen Copeland
Growth Through Energy & Community Health (GTECH)
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