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GTECH is Hiring!

GTECH is actively looking for:

a part-time staff
accountant

part-time Green
Economy program
associate

marketing and
communications intern.

Dear GTECH,

Apologies for being so quiet the last few months; we've been
very busy. That means we have quite a bit of news to update
you on in this issue. We have new vacant land reclamation
project investments, new green economy initiatives, and some
new faces around for the summer. Read on!

Green Pathways to Prosperity Summit

On Thursday, May 20th, in conjunction with World Environment
Day, the Urban Green Growth Collaborative's Regional Task
Force Working Group (UGGC RTF) and The Green Jobs
Advisory Board (GJAB) hosted a summit at the Pittsburgh
Project on Pittsburgh's North Side.

Fred Brown and Bill Bartlett lead a discussion on Environmental Justice.

The goal of the summit was to engage, inform and better
connect key regional leaders who represent underserved
communities about the emerging green economy in Pittsburgh.
There were workshops on Climate Change 101, Workforce
Development, Environmental Justice, and much more.

Over 80 people came out, representing a great range of
interests from government officials to clergy, businesspeople to
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See our website for more
details.

Upcoming Meetings

We have several exciting Green
Economy meetings coming up. 

June 8th at 3pm: Job
Readiness Roundtable at
GTECH

June 10th at 10am: UGGC's
Regional Task Force at GTECH

July 13th at 3pm, Green Jobs
Advisory Board at Bidwell
Training Center

Email Claire at
c.miziolek@gtechstrategies.org
for details.

community advocates.  90% of participants reported a greater
awareness post-summit of how to get involved in growing the
local green economy.

Stay tuned for more events about the local green economy in
the coming months.

World Environment Day

World Environment Day is this Saturday,
June 5th!  Join the party at "Love Your
Watershed" Day. LYWD is being hosted
by Nine Mile Run and many great
partners. Coincidentally, GTECH will be
planting sunflowers right across the
street! Come out, plant some

sunflowers, and enjoy free food, music, and fun! Many
organizations will be on hand to show you how to protect your
watershed.

Meet at 12pm at Ross St. and Mifflin dressed to get dirty for the
planting.  The festivities run from 12-5pm!  Click for more info on
the planting and the festivities.

Please note: the 5k Run originally scheduled for this day has
been postponed. Apologies for any inconveniences. Stay tuned
for a run scheduled for August!

Online Reclamation Resources

Reclaiming vacant lots through biofuel fields, GTECH's signature
program, is still growing and evolving. This year, we nearly tripled our
number of projects and are growing biofuel crops to beautify and
improve vacant lots throughout Allegheny County.  To help keep track
of them, you can check out our Google Map.

We also are excited to announce a new calendar on our website that
will list open volunteer opportunities. To get more information about any
event, or to RSVP, contact Mo at m.copeland@gtechstrategies.org or
at 412.241.1013 x3. Hope to see you in the field!

Larimer Community Garden BBQ!

To celebrate the success of the Larimer Community Garden, the Larimer Green Team is hosting a
Garden BBQ!  This event is open to everyone and will be held on Saturday, June 19th at 4:30pm at
the garden (corner of Larimer Ave. and Mayflower St).  Food will range from $5-$7 and all the
proceeds will go to the Larimer Community Garden.  Bring your family to enjoy the summer, the
garden, and some great BBQ!

NEXT Leaders for Green Communities
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GTECH is partnering with Coro Pittsburgh to present NEXT
Leaders for Green Communities.  NEXT is a part-time,
two-year leadership development program intended to provide
training and mentorship for the next generation of Hill
District/Uptown leaders.  The program also aims to assist
young and established leaders to explore how the Green
Economy can fuel community development in the Hill District
and Uptown.

GTECH is serving as lead Green Economy partner, with an understanding of the Green Economy
landscape's current trends, dynamics and activities. We are primarily working with community
leaders from The Hill District and Uptown to ensure participants are connected to ongoing and
upcoming green economy opportunities and activities in the Hill District and across the region. 
Check out GTECH's and Coro's website for more information!

Growing Allegheny Together

GTECH has expanded our on-the-ground reclamation work to include several new boroughs and
townships in Allegheny County!  In partnership with Allegheny County Economic Development,
GTECH is working with four communities to use green strategies to revitalize their business
districts. We're working with residents and businesses in Tarentum, Verona, Swissvale, and
Elizabeth to create sunflower gardens on vacant lots in and around their main street district. In
addition, we are helping the boroughs of Millvale and Sharpsburg create projects on vacant lots, in
partnership with County Executive Dan Onorato's Office's Allegheny Grows program.
 
Each community has identified volunteers to help plant, maintain and harvest the gardens. Many will
be working with local scout troops and church youth groups or the local garden clubs.
 
In total, GTECH will be cleaning, enhancing and maintaining around 45,000 square feet in the all the
different neighborhoods. At the end of the season, each community will participate in a sunflower
harvest day and have a demonstration of how the sunflowers can be pressed for oil to create
biodiesel, an alternative fuel for diesel engines. The once blighted, vacant space in these
communities will become a vibrant center of activity, ecological health and education in these
business districts.  More information about both programs can be found here.

ReFueling Pgh!

GTECH, in partnership with Fossil Free Fuel, has created a new project: Refuel
Pgh.  The project is aimed at reducing air and water pollution by reclaiming
waste cooking oil to power diesel engines as well as train youth in business
opportunities around waste oil reuse. We'll be collecting waste oil from the Three
Rivers Arts Festival this year, which will offset 250 gallons of petroleum diesel
and 4,000 lbs of carbon dioxide.  At the Arts Festival, we will have a former oil
barrel, now repurposed and hand painted by Lucas Stock, to illustrate the
project for festival goers.

We're very excited that ReFuel Pgh received the 1st place $10K Give-Energy Prize facilitated by the
Sprout Fund! Give Energy is an organic energy drink produced by Pittsburgh's PurBlu Beverages
that donates 10 cents per can to sustainable energy projects like ReFuel Pgh.
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You can help out by donating your used cooking oil to ReFuel Pgh. For drop off locations,
instructions and more visit www.refuelpgh.org.

Breaking the Chains of Poverty

GTECH is actively engaged in green job training, as exemplified in our partnership with the Breaking
The Chains of Poverty program.  This is a pre-apprenticeship green job training program
administered by the A. Philip Randolph Institute's Pittsburgh Chapter and facilitated in partnership
with the United Steelworkers, Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh and GTECH. This program
identifies, recruits and provides job readiness and introductory green jobs for residents of public
housing communities.

This is a 6 week training program that covers both soft and hard skills including Carbon Footprint,
Green Chemistry, and Life Skills training.  The goals are to raise awareness and educate residents
of public housing about green jobs and the green economy, develop a leadership pipeline among
residents of public housing in support of investment in the green economy, and connect community
members to training and employment programs

For more information contact Khari Mosley at k.mosley@gtechstrategies.org

Interns Extraordinaire!

GTECH is grateful for our collaboration with Bidwell Training Center.  Over the
years, we have had amazing interns that have come out of the Horticulture
Technology Program. This year is no different - we've been fortunate to have
Monifa Miller with us for the past month.

Monifa has excellent knowledge of the horticulture science and has been working
on us with several different projects.  Thank you, Monifa, for all your help this

month!

GTECH is also extremely excited to host a powerhouse of graduate and undergraduate interns this
summer. These students will be contributing to our urban revitalization efforts, with everything from
project management to business plan writing. Many thanks Ben, Cathleen, and Erika.

Maureen Copeland
Growth Through Energy & Community Health (GTECH)
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