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Policy Updates

At GTECH, local, state, and
federal policy can have a huge
impact on what we do.  Here
are a few important updates
that we've been paying
attention to.

Local Legislation:
- Senate Bill 1155: passed in
the PA House to tax Marcellus
Shale drilling companies.  It is
still waiting for approval in the
PA Senate.

Greetings!

Welcome to October!  As a new season has arrived, so to has your favorite
piece of email, the GTECH Strategies' bi-monthly newsletter!

As a reminder, this is the place to find information on current, past, and
upcoming GTECH initiatives.  If you'd like to find out about events and
volunteer opportunities before they happen, please click here to sign up for
our Events Newsletter.

Green Economy Update

In May of 2010, GTECH partnered up with Coro Pittsburgh for their new
program, the NEXT Leaders for Green Communities.  A great group of young
emerging leaders from the Hill District and Uptown has been participating in
this part-time, two-year leadership develo pment program.  They have had

weekly conversations, tours, and lessons
to explore how the Green Economy can
fuel community development in the Hill
District and Uptown.  For the past
several months, GTECH's Khari Mosley
has been working closely with the group
to provide them with the green economy
knowledge and connections to make an
impact.  Many thanks to the NEXT group
for being a great source of inspiration. 
We can't wait to see the incredible things
these individuals are sure to accomplish!

Another green economy initiative that is
just picking up is the Urban Leadership

Institute or ULI.  We are working with the Kingsley Association to hire local
residents of the East End for a paid, part-time, yearlong position.  The goal of
the ULI is to canvas East End neighborhoods and inform residents about
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State Legislation:
- HB 2405: The Clean Energy
and Green Jobs Bill

Federal Legislation:
- S. 3663: Clean Energy Jobs
and Oil Company
Accountability Act

3 Rivers Bioneers
Conference

Our friends a the Three Rivers
Bioneers are holding their 2nd
annual conference on October
22nd and 23rd at the
Pittsburgh Project.  Bioneers
provides the tools and
inspiration to help people
connect with each other and
catalyze positive change in
their own communities with
social justice, ecological
health, and innovative
solutions.  Check out the 3RB
website to register!

We're Hiring!

GTECH is actively looking for:

a marketing and
communications intern
board committee
volunteers

See our Employment
Opportunities page for more
information.

Upcoming Meetings

We have several exciting
Green Economy meetings
coming up.

October 26th, 3pm: Green
Jobs Advisory Board at Bidwell
Training Center

December 7th, 3pm: Green
Jobs Advisory Board at Bidwell
Training Center

Please email Claire at
c.miziolek@gtechstrategies.org
for more information.

environmental services available to them, including free weatherization
services through the Weatherization Assistance Program. GTECH, the
Kingsley Association, Pittsburgh Community Services Inc, and ACTION-
Housing, are working together to provide residents with comprehensive
training.  On Monday, October 5th, the ULI participants had their first official
canvas, and for the next several months, these participants will be cutting the
turf in Garfield, E. Liberty, Larimer, Lincoln-Lemington, Homewood, and the
East Hills! 

To learn more about these projects and what other Green Economy Initiatives
we're working on, check out our Green Economy page.

Harvest Events

For the Reclamation team, fall harvest events are
in full swing!  While many have already
happened, including working with over 70
pre-schoolers to do crafts and harvest sunflowers
in Elizabeth, some harvest events are yet to
come.  Please check out our events calendar to
get involved with the last of the harvest
celebrations: http://gtechstrategies.org
/32/upcoming-events

Vacant Lots Reclaimed!

GTECH wants to give a heartwarming congratulations to Sojourner House
MOMS and Negley Place Neighborhood Alliance for their successful
transformation of a trashed vacant lot into a vibrant community play space!

The lots, once covered in gravel and other debris, are now a safe spot for the
45 children that live in the Sojourner House residences. Recycled materials
made the play structures: old tires painted to make a climbing wall, recycled
concrete for the pathway, a fence from a site that was demolished in on Penn
Avenue, and a fallen tree for balance beams. 

On September 9th, Sojourner House
had their official ribbon cutting
ceremony, after 5,000+ volunteer
hours. Groups from Pittsburgh
Cares, Student Conservation
Association, Shadyside Presbyterian,
the local colleges, and more came
out throughout the year to assist in
the building of the play space,
making the opening ceremony
possible.  The green play space has
sparked other green activities,

including street tree plantings, rain garden installations, and community
garden space.

GTECH is particularly proud of this space, as this was one of our first projects
- growing biofuel crops amidst rubble. With the energy of the community
groups and individuals, in particular the Soujourner House MOMS and Gary
Cirrincione, vice president of Negley Place Neighborhood Alliance, the play
space project took off. Help from Community Design Center of Pittsburgh,
East Liberty Development, Inc. and several foundations pushed the project
forward.
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FFF collects the waste
grease oil from our first

filled barrel!

Congratulations to everyone involved!

Great Race Recap

The Pittsburgh Great Race has
come and gone in the blink of an
eye.  GTECH was proud to be
featured by Pittsburgh Citiparks
and distributed over 13,000
sunflower seed packets to all
racers as well as host a team of 40
GTECH champions (pictured here
pointing to the finish line).  Thanks
to all involved as well at the

sponsors: Whole Foods Market, Milestone, Thorp Reed & Armstrong, GIVE
Energy, & Pittsburgh Citiparks.

ReFuel PGH!

ReFuel Pgh, GTECH's new waste oil collection
program, has been off to a great start. We
have collected used cooking oil at events like
the Pittsburgh Art Festival and The Big Pour,
allowing vendors to donate their oil and
eliminate waste. We have also had restaurants
and homeowners coming to us with oil
donations which, in partnership with Fossil Free
Fuel (FFF), will be processed and used locally
for fuel. In all, we have collected over 250
gallons of waste oil which will directly offset
diesel fuel use. GTECH's new truck, paid for by
a Give Energy Grant through the Sprout Fund,
was converted to run on vegetable oil, thanks
to the Claniel Foundation and Optimus
Technologies, the sister company to FFF.

Asa Watten, out ReFuel Project Manager, left
GTECH at the end of August on a happy note to become the CEO of Fossil
Free Fuel.  We are saddened to see him less often, but happy for his new
position and we will still be working with him a great deal as ReFuel continues
to ramp up.  As we say goodbye to Asa at GTECH, we are thrilled to welcome
Lauren Seiple as our new ReFuel Project Manager.  Welcome Lauren and
thanks, Asa, for all your hard work at GTECH!

Please contact her at l.seiple@gtechstrategies.org with any ReFuel questions.

Honors at GTECH

This has been a busy time at GTECH for awards and recognitions!

We are very proud to announce that our very own Community Programs
Manager, Maureen Copeland, was chosen as one of the Pennsylvania

Environmental Council's "Top 40 Environmentalists
Under 40" - a statewide recognition!  We are so proud
of Maureen, who accepted her award at a September
22nd ceremony in Harrisburg.  Congratulations!  We
are so happy that your hard work was recognized in
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such a wonderful way.  Check out the PEC website for
more details.

Additionally, our Director of Green
Economy Initiatives, Khari Mosley,
was chosen to speak at a recent
press conference hosted by the
National Wildlife Federation.  This
press conference, held in the
California-Kirkbride neighborhood
on the Northside of Pittsburgh,
explored the recent NWF publication regarding the heat-island effect that
impacts many residents of low-income neighborhoods that can't afford air
conditioning.  You can download the complete report by clicking here. 
Congratulations, Khari, for once again making GTECH proud!

GTECH as an organization has also been recently honored.  GTECH was
chosen as a PennFuture Green Power Turn it On award recipient!  This award
celebrates those that are "blazing the trail towards a cleaner and healthier
Pennsylvania by purchasing green power, advancing policies that develop the
renewable energy market, and taking the lead in creating new renewable
supply."  We are so grateful for all of the recognition and overjoyed in the
value that others see in our work!  Thank you!

For other news and recent press, check out our News page.

Thanks again and we'll see you in December!

 
Sincerely,

Andrew Butcher, CEO
Growth Through Energy & Community Health (GTECH)
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